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I* T»feymfcAgn I I of 1947 ptooe* the Buhero aim which Is 

80 kilometers oust of Sofia on the t*p of Mount Go ten. IWdn two 
openings m tbs top of the pea Ac between 100-800 our load* of am art being taken 
gtiiy* Thera is said to bo not mere- than DjMMfOOO oarloeds (160> 000-800* 000 
tans) remaining to tbs ntos, suffloioat to koap tbs sins going for only a month. 
About 100 unskilled Bulgarian laborers am alloyed on aaok of thro* shifts fW 
84 hours* tbs ora is tabs* to the railway station a* Krexuikovski and i# leaded 
on flatcars and sent to tho m A review of tha htotcry of the nine aaatoons 
rf nlmrrr of ora (shown by analysis to ba low grade) sent to Belgium and Franc* 
by tbs Bulgarian government before World War XX* and a visit to lata 1941 or 
early 1948 by one Prof* fir* Star* reportedly a daman uranium. expert* whn 
■hewed no further Interest to the mine after stating that tho Mineral wMeh 
was being produeed was of little value, to January 1944 a Buaaiam mineralogist 
seaed Smskev ( phone tlo) earns fro* Moaaas to surra y the mine and within 84 hours 
after ho began his wart tho entire area was blsekad aff * to pronounced ton am 
risk to uranium and stoae than the entire production has bean sent to tho CSSS. 
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*. I ~l 194T statoa that uranium mining has bean dean 

at bath Buhero location* <8© kileaotara teat sf Sofia, and IS kilnwstara nerth, 
but nest reoeatly at ton f amsr) but that work had « eased at both ptoses in toreh 
or April 1948 aooordiiig to a rumor, this report confirmed too fast that all dm 
mined wae sent to too USSR. but that it wont by track to Sofia end than by mil 
to a port. Another known location of uranium mining is Straiten, but go Of 
August 1947 no uranium ef any vain* bad bean found tom a, and none had toft ton 
area* It is said that there ia little to tho way of mineral deposits on tom 
beeches of Tama but considerable amounts ef magnetos iron art containing a 
mixture of toariua and cerium are on tha beaeh near Burgas aad wore exploited 
between 1948-44 by Mcmteeatonl of Italy too trough* In two email magnetic 
separators and processed 800-800 tons of ore which was sen* to Italy* 

I, | |194f report# Soviet specialists excavating 

radium aad uranium era about IS kHomsters north of the Dana station near 
MMbWtawve. The Bulgarian population «f neighboring villages had bom evacuated 
aad aeooss to the area was forbidden. 
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4* | 1 1947 stent ions a refinery far the Bwfeeve mine 

being enlarged from 12 cylinder* te 16 cylinders* The cylinder s were 
allegedly for nee in refining uranium ore* 

5* I 1 1948 confirm* previeu* data that the uroiius 

mines at Buhevo are still being exploited and that the ore le leaded out* 
freight cars destined for the USSR* 

6* &. sample of ore allegedly of the type mined at Inhere was submitted in 
»*une 1948 and assayed only a 0*004^ U§0g equivalent against pitchblende 
standards* Bo evidence of a ay uranium minerals which could produce this 
small amount of radioactivity mas found and it may be due te the potassium 
content in the country rook which competed most of the sample* 


25X1 

SECRET 


Approved For Release 2003/10/08 : CIA-RDP83-00415R0021 00030004-0 

mmum - ■ — 




